STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 20,259

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent
for Children and Fam |ies, Econoni c Services denying her
application for Medicaid under the Dr. Dynasaur program for
her two children. The issue is whether Departnment correctly

counted the petitioner's famly incone.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner lives with her husband and their two
m nor children. Both the petitioner and her husband are
enpl oyed, and her husband al so receives nonthly VA benefits.
2. Based on information provided by the petitioner when
she applied for coverage in March 2006, the Depart nment
determ ned the gross famly incone to be $5,795.30 a nonth.
In a decision dated April 10, 2006, the Departnent notified
the petitioner that her children did not qualify for Dr.
Dynasaur, and that they would not be financially eligible for

regul ar Medi caid coverage until each of them nmet a spenddown
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amount of $6,711.45 for the six-nonth period begi nning Apri
1, 2006.

3. The petitioner does not dispute the Departnent's
determ nation of the total amount of famly inconme. It
appears, however, that one of her children has severe nedica
needs. At the hearing in this matter, held on April 24,
2006, the petitioner was advised to apply for the Katie
Beckett program which has nore |liberal incone requirenents
than Dr. Dynasaur.?!

ORDER

The Departnent's decisions are affirned.

REASONS

Under the Departnent's regulations a child is
financially eligible for the Dr. Dynasaur programonly if his
or her famly's gross inconme is below 300 percent of federal
poverty levels. WA M § 3301.32. This anount for a
househol d of four persons is currently $5,013. Procedures
Manual 8 P-2420B. As noted above, there is no dispute that
the petitioner's gross household incone as of April 1, 2006

was $5, 795. 30.

! The petitioner may also reapply for Dr. Dynasaur if she believes her
i ncome would be less if it were averaged on an annual or sem annua
basi s.
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In determning the children's eligibility for "regular”
Medi cai d, the Departnent allowed the petitioner a nmaxi mum
earned i ncome deduction of $90 each for her and her husband,
and it appears that no other deductions apply. See WA M 8§
MB52- MB52.4. This yielded a countable famly inconme of
$5, 615. 30.

It further appears that the nost beneficial nmethod of
determ ning each child' s eligibility for Medicaid (which the
Departnment did in this case) is to consider each one as one-
gquarter of a household of four, and to conpare one-quarter of
t he count abl e househol d i nconme ($1,403.82) to one quarter of
t he inconme maxi mum for a household of four persons ($285).
This resulted in each of the petitioner's children being
ineligible for Medicaid until each incurs nedical expenses of
$6,711.42 in the six nonth period beginning April 1, 2006
($1,403.82 - $285.25 X 6).

As noted above, the petitioner does not dispute the
nuneri cal bases of the Departnent's decisions. |nasnuch as
the Departnent's decisions in the matter were based upon an
accurate determination of the petitioner's famly incone and

were in accord with the applicable regulations, the Board is



Fair Hearing No. 20, 259 Page 4

bound to affirmthem 3 V.S A 8§ 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule
No. 17.
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